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Like A 
Bridge….Over 
Troubled Waters 
I met Laura almost two years ago 
when her Drug Court journey was 
new and unfamiliar. No newcomer 
to addiction and all the drama it 
entails, she knew then completing 
all five phases of the program 
would be a battle. 

But staring a possible eighteen-
year jail sentence in the face, Laura 
was finally tired enough to do 
whatever she had to do to get her 
life back. 

  “I got honest with myself and the 
judge. I had a drug problem and I 
needed help.” 

And now twenty-eight months 
later, she has graduated. 
Surrounded by family, friends and 
fellow Drug Court participants, 
Laura sets her sights on the next 
steps in maintaining her sobriety.  

“I have fought addiction for twenty 
five years, off and on. But it wasn’t 

until ten years ago that I finally did 
the 4th Step of the 12 Step program. 
Over time, that made a huge 
difference in my eventual 
recovery.” 

Step 4: Make a searching and fearless 
moral inventory of ourselves 

Given the fact that completing the 
Drug Court Program does not 
automatically expunge its 
participants of their offense, most 
still have probationary 
requirements to which they must 
adhere. 

“I’m on probation for 
approximately six years. As long as 
I do what I know to do, I will be 
fine. But if I go back to the old ways 
and get into trouble, my old 
charges will be brought back and I 
will have to do that time as well as 
anything new.” 

Therefore, she is focused and 
resolute and has a game plan that 
consists of regular meetings, 
community service, church 
involvement, and avoidance of 
unhealthy relationships. 

(Continued on next page) 
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 We are aiming for a casual 
Saturday night of connection that 
welcomes everyone. You might 
think, “why Saturday?” Well, it is 
very important to our family that 
we are together on the Lord’s day; if 
that means going to church, 
watching a movie, or having a 
picnic at the park! With our 
children getting older and having 
jobs of their own, we really felt that 

we should leave Sunday nights 
free….especially for other families 
who feel the same way.   

We will keep you updated about 
our opening night in our upcoming 
newsletters and on Facebook.  We 
would be so grateful if you would 

pray for this project and those it 
could reach. May this month bring 
blessings to you and your family, 

and may God use you to 
do wonderful things! 

Much love from the 
Dunford clan…… 
Lorenzo, Jennifer, 
Hannah, Nathaniel, 
Micah, Caleb, Esther, 
Benjamin, Phoebe, 
Abigail, Elisabeth, 
Susanna, and Ezra!   

Until March…

*NEW ADDRESS* 
Dunford Family Ministries 
P.O. Box 187 
Custer City, Ok 73639 



Just A Family  Thing

This Bridge is Made 
for Walkin’ 
Lorenzo and I think the meaning 
of names is very special.  Each of 
our eleven children have names 
that we carefully researched and 
pondered heavily.   
     We recently found out that 
“Dunford” means “river-crosser.”  
We thought that was pretty 
significant when looked at in a 
different way: being a bridge.  To 
cross a river, you need a bridge.  A 
bridge can connect someone to 
something else that just might 
change their lives.  
     Being a bridge is the ultimate 
requirement of the Gospel.  To love 
and reach those who might not 

know the way is the epitome of the 
Great Commission and a 
wonderful picture of 
reconciliation. Jesus’ death on the 
cross was the bridge to humanity.  
     As noble and wonderful as all of 
that sounds, the converse meaning 
of being a bridge also entails 
something a bit harder.  A bridge 
gets walked on.  Literally.  Though  
great things can result from 
helping others, there are times it 
won’t be pleasant.  But take heart, 
because in those times, the 
Ultimate Bridge can help us and 
work though us, regardless of how 
“ouchy” the walking on our bridge 
might be! 
Jennifer :) 
(you can subscribe to my blog at 
justafamilything.com) 

On January 24, we were privileged 
to be a part of our oldest daughter 
Hannah’s high school 
graduation.  We had a 
ceremony with lots of loved 
ones followed by a 
wonderful party to celebrate 
the amazing young woman 
she has become.  We are 
really looking forward to see 
all that God is going to 
continue to do in her life.  
She is pursuing a career in 
professional catering 
through her business, 
homemadehelpers.com, and 
as a partner with a local 
caterer.  She is also doing 

graphic design for websites. 

Waymaker

DFM Is Getting  
A Location 

We are starting a meeting called 
“Waymaker” on Saturday nights in 
downtown Custer City, OK. It will 
focus on a family-friendly 
atmosphere with teaching and 
upbeat music.  We’re in the 
process of getting the building 
remodeled (see picture at left).  We 
are overjoyed to finally have a 
place for you to come and share 
the love of Christ with us!  
(continued on next page)

“When you’re in Drug Court, you 
have so many daily 
responsibilities and a strong 
source of accountability. You can 
be successful if you put forth the 
effort. And when you graduate, it’s 
up to you to keep on taking care of 
business.” On the day that Laura 
graduated, three others completed 
their ceremony right alongside 
her.  

And drug court is larger than ever. 
Bittersweet. 

That is why I share Laura’s story. 
Through the efforts of a meeting 
we participate in called The 
Bridge, these men and women are 
making steps and spreading hope 
to others on the road to recovery. 

Lorenzo
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